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Durga Puja Program October 21, 2023

Puja ... 11:30 AM
Puspanjali & Prasad ... 12:30 PM
Lunch ... 01:00 PM
Cultural Program ... 3:.00 PM
Tea ... 4:30 PM
Arati, Bisarjan & Baran ... 4:30 PM

O Custuras

v (Cultural Program

Morning Melodies Arunansu Patra, Sai Aditya, M Rahul

Devi Vandana Aaron Chatterjee, Arnab Karrmokar, Aveek Dutta,

sie0es V-Dulida Ve Chirag Viswanathan, Divit Mathur, Soham Kundu, Yuyee Das

Devotional Song Swami Divyanathananda
Agomoni Song Subarna Bannerjee
Durga Vandana Dance Supriya Pal Dutta

Sambalpuri Folk Dance

Tribute to a Legend - Salil Chowdhury  Advika Ghosh, Arnab Karrmokar, Ashmita Paul,
A special tribute to one of Indlia’s greatest  Rhitvikaa Viswanathan, Zinnia Dhar.

music composers, Salil Chowdhury by anindita Dutta, Aparna Karmokar, Biswanath Paul, Chaitali Paul,
Z’Siséggs ;afn % lg/ inzea’sagf /.Z;grsiz'zg:g Chalndr.alekha Pande}y, Debangana Bhgttach.arryg, Debargti Bose,
T e ieee T 08 ,about ’the eI Debjani Ray, Debapriya Mazumder, Ipsﬁaa Pimprikar, Joyita Basu
Revel in evergreen hits of the past in this Dutta, Kalaswan Dutta, Keyur De, Krishana Das, Meeta Chanda,
tribute to a legendary activist, lyricist, music ~ Moitrayee Majumdar, Neelanjan Chatterjee, Paulomi Barman,
composer. Purbita Dutta, Purnima Ghosh, Rahul M., Ranjan Gupta,

Reedip Banerjee, Sai Aditya, Sangeeta Krishnamurthy, Sanjib Chanda,

Sharmistha Chatterjee, Sohini Mathur, Subarna Bannerjee,

Sunandan Dutta, Supriya Pal Dutta, Tuli Patra, Trishit Ruj

Program compered by Snehashish Dutta and Chandrima Kundu
Program coordinated by Rita Kar

Venue: Ota City Industrial Plaza (PiO), 4th Floor Convention Hall
1-20-20 Minami Kamata, Ota-ku, Tokyo 144-0035

© Bengali Association of Tokyo, Japan (BATJ). All rights reserved.
Disclaimer: The articles compiled in this magazine are personal opinion of the authors and in no way represent any
opinion of BAT].

(Digital version of Anjali 2023 will be available on digital platforms & BATJ website.)
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Embassy of India

2-2-11 Kudan Minami, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 102 0074

AR & oI
AMBASSADOR OF INDIA

MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to extend my congratulations to the Bengali
Association of Tokyo, Japan (BATJ) which is organizing Durga Puja Festival in Tokyo
for the 34" year on October 21, 2023.

2. I am happy to note that BATJ has been taking steps to maintain the traditions
of India by celebrating Durga Puja which gives an opportunity to the younger
generation of Indian Community to carry forward our Indian traditions and values.
It also provides a wonderful occasion to our Japanese friends to enjoy culture of
India, and thus promotes mutual understanding and friendship leading to
strengthening of P2P pillar of India-Japan Special Strategic & Global Partnership.

3. As you are aware, the Embassy of India in Tokyo has been celebrating all
festivals of India as part of our efforts to connect our Japanese friends more closely
with India and our cultural values and ethos. | invite the Indian diaspora to join
hands with the Embassy to further deepen our cultural engagement with Japan and
celebrate India i.e. Bharat in Japan together with our Japanese friends.

4, | would also like to congratulate BATJ for bringing out their annual literary
e-magazine “Anjali”, which is a wonderful platform for literary expressions from the

community.

5. On this auspicious occasion, | convey my best wishes to my fellow Indians
and Japanese friends for their good health, prosperity and happiness.

Tokyo _
September 08, 2023 ibi George)

Telephone: +81-3-3265-5036 ; Fax: +81-3-3262-2301 ; E-mail: amb.tokyo@mea.gov.in ; amboffice.tokyo@mea.gov.in



CONSULATE GENERAL OF JAPAN

55, M. N. SEN LANE, TOLLYGUNGE,
KOLKATA - 700 040

Message

First of all, I would like to congratulate you on the success of the 34th Durga Puja. ] would like
to express my deepest respect to the Tokyo Bengali Association for their untiring efforts. The success of
this year's Durga Puja is one of the symbols of the India-Japan friendship and will be another milestone
in the long history of BAT].

It has been a year and four months since [ arrived here in Kolkata last May as Consul General of
Japan. During this time, I have visited many places in Kolkata and in West Bengal. What impressed me
deeply in those places was that the history of people-to-people exchanges between Japan and Bengal still
remains strong in the hearts of the people. The deep connection between the Japanese and the great poet
Tagore, as well as Chandra Bose (Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose) and Behari Bose (Rash Behari Bose), who
waorked devotedly with Japan for India's independence, is a strong emotional bond that supports the
current friendship between the two countries.

Furthermore, I still cannot forget the excitement 1 felt when 1 was touched by the depth of
knowledge and passion for Japan, including Japanese language education, among the young students of
the next generation.

This year, Japan takes the G7 Presidency while India takes the G20’s. [ feel that the strong
commitment shown by the two leaders during their frequent visits to and from Japan and India, especially
with regard to strengthening people-to-people exchanges between the two countries, including student
exchanges, was truly symbolic of the history of Japan and Bengal and a reminder of the passion of the
young people of both Japan and India for the future.

As for myself, I hope to contribute to the development of human resources here in Kolkata which
will serve as bridges between Japan and India in the future, and I hope that one day I will be able to
connect the two sides with BAT]'s dedicated activities towards Japan-Bengal friendly relations.

I sincerely wish for the further development of your organisation.

Sincerely,

Date: September 14, 2023
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Editorial

When | started writing this editorial, | remember someone had recently told me
that these days, high quality editorials can be written by using artificial intelligence.
In the not-too-distant future, editors with limited knowledge may become obsolete.
Perhaps that is true. Given the pace of technological advancement, nothing seems
impossible. Therefore, this is a modest attempt to uphold the responsibility of
writing editorials before completely transitioning to automation.

From today’s technologically driven and busy life, which rarely gives human a
break, how much can we expect from it in respect of mental nourishment. There
is an intent desire to take a brief respite from constant hustle. Silently, | murmur
“Forgive me, Lord, for my exhaustion.” In an instant, fragmented memories, tinged
with diverse emotions, paint kaleidoscopic images of the past. For a moment,
the mind drifts to that glorious era when Bengali literature, music, and film saw a
golden age. From afar, the tunes of timeless songs walft in. Classic novels appear
to my sight.

Despite the prolonged freedom struggle in India and the subsequent political,
social, and economic instability, WWest Bengal has always played a progressive role in
the cultural arena. The Bengal renaissance occurred here, led by the illustrious sons
and daughters of Bengal, whose reevaluation evokes our pride. For this publication,
light has been shed on several unique personalities of Bengali culture, such as Mrinal
Sen, Dwijendralal Roy, Salil Chowdhury, Tarashankar Bandopadhyay, and Santosh
Kumar Ghosh. | hope their life stories inspire the present and future generations.

Durga Puja is not just a religious festival; it is a cultural celebration too. Through
the Anjali magazine, fostering Indo Japanese cultural ties is also an objective. With
that in mind, the magazine’s content has been curated.

| pray to Goddess Durga for the universal well-being. To all the readers of Anjali,
| extend my heartfelt love and best wishes.



